
 

 

 

July 17, 2019 

 

Mr. David Schowalter      Delivered Via Electronic Mail 

Grand Chute Town Hall 

1900 W. Grand Chute Boulevard 

Grand Chute, WI 54913 

 

Dear Chairperson Schowalter, 

 

My name is Corydon Fish, and I am the General Counsel and Director of Tax, Transportation & 

Legal Affairs at Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce (WMC). I am writing you today to 

condemn inaccurate and inflammatory comments that were made at the July 16th board meeting 

regarding the so-called “dark stores loophole” and WMC’s opposition to it.  

 

WMC is the state chamber of commerce, manufacturers’ association, and the largest general 

business association in Wisconsin. We were founded over 100 years ago, and are proud to 

represent approximately 3,800 member companies of all sizes, and from every sector of 

Wisconsin’s economy. Our mission is to make Wisconsin the most competitive state in the 

nation in which to do business.  

 

A key way Wisconsin can become more competitive is to have fair, predictable, and uniform 

property taxation. However, in an attempt to shift more of the property tax burden onto the 

business community, some Wisconsin local governments have recently started to use the 

property tax to tax the business value rather than the property value of local businesses. The 

“dark stores loophole” – while a pithy soundbite for the media – actually is nothing more than 

certain local governments trying to set up a backdoor local income tax. Further, blaming the 

business community for increasing property taxes due to litigation or tax refunds is not true. 

Litigation often comes after local governments raise the assessed value of a business property to 

200, 300, or even 400% of what the property is worth on the open market. Any rational person 

would challenge such an assessment. When courts find that local governments overtaxed a 

property owner, then they are required to provide a refund. Local governments do not have to 

refund a single dollar that they do not illegally take from taxpayers. 

 

Using unfounded and inflammatory rhetoric implying that WMC is a corrupting influence 

because the business community wants fair taxation is shameful and absurd. That businesses are 

attacked by government officials for exercising their constitutional right to participate in the 

legislative process and advocate a point of view offends the principles of representative 

government – principles that you took an oath to uphold.   

 

Equally reprehensible is the implication that any legislator is corrupt because they reject the idea 

of taxing lease income via the property tax. This type of demagoguery is beneath the dignity of 



your office, and degrades the public’s confidence in their elected officials and democratic 

institutions.  

 

This type of rhetoric is especially disappointing when the truth is that local governments have 

spent more time and money lobbying on this issue than WMC through taxpayer-funded private 

lobbyists, PR firms, campaign ads and biased referenda questions over the last two years. 

 

We request that you publicly apologize for your false and inflammatory remarks and make a 

commitment to meeting a higher standard of public discourse in the future. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

/s Corydon Fish 

General Counsel & Director of Tax, Transportation, and Legal Affairs 

 

cc: Eric Davidson, Board Member 

 Jeff Nooyen, Board Member 

 Bruce Sherman, Board Member 

 Travis Thyssen, Board Member 


